TWICE-TESTED
Continuing, the Congress President said that the demand
they were putting forward before Britain and the United
Nations was to be judged by the one and only test and that test
was whether for the sake of the defence of India, for her very
survival, freedom was necessary. India had become a vital field
of battle. If India were free, she could have kindled a new light
throughout the land and the cry of victory would ring from
^every corner. No army could wage a relentless war unless it had
behind it an administration which had the fullest popular sup-
port. If anybody could show them that what they were doing
would contribute to the defeat of Freedom Powers, they would
be prepared to change their course. But if the argument was
merely a threat, holding out the prospect of civil war and chaos,
he for one would tell them: "It is our right to wage a civil war;
it is our responsibility to face chaos."
Proceeding the Congress President observed that having
thus once tested the gold of their demand, they took the bright
gold and yet applied to it another test and that test was:   "Are
* we contributing to others' defeat, to others' misfortune? "
If their demand was such that it would not contribute to
the strength of the Freedom Powers, would not promote the
cause of those powers fighting with valour for their freedom,
they would never have put it forward. They had considered this
question for full nine days. And, the Congress President said:
"Our demand is twice-tested pure gold." "Is the British Govern-
ment prepared to allow its actions and policies to be subjected to
these same tests? " he challenged.
Answering critics of the Congress, he said that there was
no right thinking man who would not accept the tests he had
propounded as valid. It was the duty of the critics to understand
their position correctly and not merely to give it a bad name.
In this connection he referred to the statement of Sir
Stafford Cripps that if the Congress demand was accepted the
whole government from the Viceroy to the sepoy would have
to leave. This was misrepresentation with a vengeance. Their
resolution had said in clear terms that as soon as Britain or the
Allied Nations declared India's independence, India would enter
into a treaty with Britain for the carrying out of the administra-
tion and the conduct of the war to victory. They had not asked
that all the government officials should go home, bag and
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